60                  THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN

During my year's residence at All Souls, having
decided to take Orders, I was bidden to attend two
courses of lectures by Divinity Professors, whose
certificate of attendance was required. I do not
know if this regulation is still in force, but, if so, I
trust that its operation is more wisely controlled.
The two courses which I attended were useless in the
extreme. The great Dr. Sanday, one of the best of
men, was unfortunately lecturing on the Valen-
tinians: I confess that I felt inclined to say of them,
as William IV is recorded to have said to a deputation
which waited on him soon after his accession:
" Gentlemen, if my pleasure at seeing you was equal
to my entire ignorance of everything which concerns
you, I should be very glad to see you indeed."

The other course of lectures, by the Regius Pro-
fessor, was in the nature of a scandal. It appeared
to us that the lecturer must be in the pay of some
firm of second-hand booksellers, anxious to dispose
of derelict stock, for the books recommended seemed,
perhaps to our ignorance, to be long out of date. At
any rate, the behaviour of those present was lament-
able : I did not actually see anyone playing cards, but
the writing of letters was common and inattention
universal. At the end of the course, the Professor
said that he wished to say a few words before we
parted. I remember thinking, though I had no very
flagrant sins with which to reproach myself, that we
were going to receive a reprimand which was well
deserved. In fact he told us that he never remem-